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In this lecture, I will discuss evidence for connectivity in the ancient Near East and beyond during the
Bronze and Iron Ages (ca. 3" to late 1°* mill BCE). Based on materials finds and historical documents,
a broad range of materials were traded over large distances, between disparate regions, from NW Europe
to SE Asia and from northern Europe and sub-Saharan Africa. I will bring examples of evidence of these
wide connections, many only recently revealed through new analytic techniques. I will then discuss the
possible cultural implications of these long-term connections, and how it changes our understanding of
the ancient concepts of geography.
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